
 

 

Volume 4, Issue 7 July 2018 

   For anyone to make the cover of a na-
tional publication in their field of en-
deavor is a sign of greatness and special 
meaning. It usually means that the indi-
vidual is at the top or one of the best in 
their field. Sports figures portrayed on 
the cover of a leading sports magazine, 
the model that also graces the cover of 
their swimsuit edition, a CEO on a busi-
ness mag, even a movie star on the cover 
of any number of rags are prime exam-
ples. 
   Which brings me to the reason that the 
NLFF Masters Series is a BIG event! Every 
past presenter at our Masters Series is at 
the top or one of the best in their field of 
expertise in the world of fly fishing. 
Every previous presenter at the Master 
Series is or will be a legend in the fly 
fishing world or at the very least, oc-
cupy that area of rarified air at the top. 
Last year’s presenter, George Daniel, is 

mentioned on the current edition of Fly 
Fisherman. 
   The 2018 Master Series is fast ap-
proaching (July 28th) and tickets are go-
ing fast. You don’t want to be left out of 

this event. Think about it. How many op-
portunities are you going to have to rub 
elbows, pick their brains, or learn tips, 
tricks and techniques from the best in our 
chosen sport. Sure you could travel to a 
national event that is overcrowded with 
fly fishers so much so that you may only 
get to SEE the headliner. Good luck try-
ing to have a conversation with them 
much less having dinner with them at a 
local restaurant! 
   A day with Kelly Galloup, a living leg-
end according to the FFI, is one not to be 
missed. See details on the next two 
pages. 
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6th Annual NLFF Masters Series 

The 6th Annual Masters Series tickets officially go on 

sale May 1st at early bird pricing of $35.00 per ticket 

until June 1st, after which the will be available at the 

regular price of $40.00. Tickets to the June 28th event 

featuring Kelly Galloup are available by mail or in 

person at any NLFF function or meeting. This is sure to 

sell out quickly, so get your tickets early. A limited num-

ber of seats are available and due to sponsorship 

sales, about half of the seating is already reserved. 

Don’t delay, lest ye forget! Get your tickets now. 

2018 NLFF Executive Board 

President Chris Pierce 318-347-0494 cpierce213@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Tom Bullock 318-393-7729 twbullock@aol.com 

Secretary TBD   

A/V & Technical Steve Oliver 318-349-6411 sdoliver012@gmail.com 

Conservation Director Chris Pierce 318-469-0854 cpierce213@hotmail.com 

Fly Tying Director Jamie Franklin 318-707-5959 tjfranklin301@yahoo.com 

Membership Director Steve Oliver 318-470-2646 nlffclub@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Steve Oliver 318-349-6411 nlffclub@gmail.com 

Programs Director Scott Irwin 318-469-0854 scottpeggy2004@gmail.com 

Social Media Director Frank Harmon 318-470-2646 qualey99@mac.com 

Safety Director Judy Thomas 318-560-4888 jwt1216@bellsouth.net 

Webmaster Steve Oliver 318-349-6411 nlffclub@gmail.com 

Member at Large Thomas (Bud) Bethea 318-464-5104 thomasbethea@hotmail.com 

Member at Large Scott Irwin 318-469-0854 scottpeggy2004@gmail.com 

Member at Large Brett Rowell 318-207-6097 brett@brownbuilders.com 

Member at Large Steve Oliver 318-349-6411 sdoliver012@gmail.com 

Member at Large Joe Linder 318-245-9385 toothpick1936@gmail.com 

Member at Large David Gilbert 318-458-9450 hdgilbert850@gmail.com 
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Introducing Your Kids to Fly Fishing: 4 Tips for Success 
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   Fishing is a wonderful family ac-

tivity and it provides a great way 

to bond with your children. But 

while plenty of parents hand their 

child a spinning rod and head 

down to the local farm pond, rela-

tively few try to teach their kids 

how to fly fish. 

   This is understandable, given the 

complexity of the activity, but un-

fortunate too. The truth is, most 

youngsters are perfectly capable 

of learning to whip a fly through 

the air. No, fly fishing isn’t an ideal 

pursuit for very young children, but 

most kids can learn to handle a fly 

rod by the time they are 10 to 12 

years of age. 

   However, it's always important to 

have success while introducing chil-

dren to any type 

of fishing, other-

wise, they’ll get 

bored and lose 

interest. And 

while it is slightly 

more compli-

cated to do so 

when you are 

trying to teach 

them to fly fish, 

you can still set 

yourself up for 

success by keep-

ing the following 

four considera-

tions in mind. 

1. Pick a fly rod well-suited 

for young anglers. 

   You don’t want to hand your 

child a rod de-

signed for an adult, 

as it’ll be difficult 

for your youngster 

to wield and control. 

Instead, try some-

thing about 7 or 8 

feet long with mod-

erate action, which 

will enable your 

child to feel the rod 

load more effec-

tively. And while 

you should always 

try to go with a rod 

of reasonable quality, there's no 

need to spend a fortune on your 

child’s first fly rod, which they may 

break. 

2. Fish in accessible and pro-

ductive locations. 

   In the interests of catching fish, 

you’ll want to go somewhere that 

you know is productive. Don’t waste 

your time trekking hours up a 

mountain stream with your kid to 

reach some new pool you’ve been 

dying to fish. Instead, you want to 

go to a place in which you regu-

larly catch fish. 

   Additionally, avoid places with 

numerous obstacles in favor of 

(Continued on page 5) 



 

 

places with wide-open casting 

lanes and amble elbow room. 

3. Target fish that are easy 

to catch. 

   You may lay awake at night 

dreaming about wild and wary 

brown trout, but these are poor 

targets for first-time fly fishers. In-

stead, concentrate on species and 

fish that are more likely to take a 

taste of your fly. Panfish often hit 

flies quite aggressively, and they 

put up a great fight once hooked. 

Rainbow trout can also be a worthy 

target, especially in well-stocked 

waters. 

4. Use only the most produc-

tive flies. 

   You want fish striking and rods 

bending, so tie one of your most 

productive flies on your child’s line 

to set them up for success. This may 

not be the time to break in 

your new experimental fly pattern. 

If you're not familiar with the local 

fish, be sure to chat up the locals to 

find out what works in the area. 

Also, you’ll want to use simple 

floating flies, such as the 

new Double 

Barrel Bass Bug 

poppers, which 

are easy to 

retrieve and 

fairly simple to 

fish. 

   If you’d like 

to learn more 

about introduc-

ing your kids to 

angling in gen-

eral, check out 

Outdoor Em-

(Continued from page 4) 
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pire’s comprehensive review of the 

subject. It is targeted at conventional 

angling more than fly fishing, but it 

will still provide invaluable informa-

tion and advice for making your 

child’s first fishing trip a success. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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About Jon Sutton: 

Jon Sutton loves to spend time in the woods and on the water. His life has revolved around outdoors since his early 

childhood days when he caught his first bluegill in his local pond. Since then he has grown into a full-fledged angler 

targeting salmon and bass during his free time. He also enjoys hiking, camping and seeing the world through travel. 

He is currently a content manager for Outdoor Empire. 

   I am in my fourth year of publishing The Fly Line. Wait! Keep read-

ing. I’m not looking for a replacement editor. (Not yet anyhow!) Over 

those three plus years, I have received only a handful of submissions 

from club members. I takes a lot of work to contact authors of interest-

ing articles that I find to get permission to re-publish them. Much of my work can be cut down by submissions 

from club members. I know that ya’ll have interesting stories to tell. Heck, I hear them all the time. Send me your 

thoughts on paper and I will do the hard work. I will add pictures if necessary, edit for space requirements, 

spelling, punctuation, grammar and anything else. No shame here! Just send me your tales. I know the most in-

teresting stories for our members come from our area and our members. Send submissions to 

nlffclub@gmail.com or hand them to me at any club function.              Steve Oliver, Editor 

Help Wanted 



 

 

    

2018 Banquet Announcement 

The  Fly  Line Page 7 



 

 

The  Fly  Line Page 8 

 

NLFF Calendar 

Artwork by Dave Whitlock 

Jul 10th:  NLFF Monthly Meeting. Red River Wildlife Refuge, 150 
Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City, LA. Casting lessons during our social 
gathering at 6:00pm, meeting starts at 6:45pm and presentation will begin at 7:00pm.   Kris Nault from Arkan-

sas Wildlife and Fisheries will talk about the Little Missouri River. 

Jul 19th:  Fly Tying Workshop. White River Fly Shop in Bass Pro Shop in Bossier City, LA., 6:00-7:30pm.  

David Whatley will be tying a streamer pattern. 

Jul 24th:  NLFF Executive Board meeting. 6:00pm at Bass Pro Shop in Bossier City, LA upstairs in the confer-

ence room directly across from the elevator. 

Aug 14th:  NLFF Monthly Meeting. Red River Wildlife Refuge, 150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City, LA. Casting 
lessons during our social gathering at 6:00pm, meeting starts at 6:45pm and presentation will begin at 7:00pm.    
Vicki and Gene Thibodeaux will give a presentation on their visit to Mountain View, AR including fly fishing and 

other things to do when in the area. 

Aug 16th:  Fly Tying Workshop. White River Fly Shop in Bass Pro Shop in Bossier City, LA., 6:00-7:30pm.  

Steve Oliver will be revisiting the Wiggle Minnow and showing an improvement on the design. 

Aug 21st:  NLFF Executive Board meeting. 6:00pm at Bass Pro Shop in Bossier City, LA upstairs in the confer-

ence room directly across from the elevator. 

Sep 11th:  NLFF 2018 Banquet. Shane’s Seafood and BBQ on Mansfield Rd in Shreveport. Dinner at 6:00pm,  

fundraising raffles to start at 6:45pm. 

Sep 20th:  Fly Tying Workshop. White River Fly Shop in Bass Pro Shop in Bossier City, LA., 6:00-7:30pm. 

Sep 25th:  NLFF Executive Board meeting. 6:00pm at Bass Pro Shop in Bossier City, LA upstairs in the confer-

ence room directly across from the elevator. 

Oct 9th:  NLFF Monthly Meeting. Red River Wildlife Refuge, 150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City, LA. Casting 

lessons during our social gathering at 6:00pm, meeting starts at 6:45pm and presentation will begin at 7:00pm.     

Oct 18th:  Fly Tying Workshop. White River Fly Shop in Bass Pro Shop in Bossier City, LA., 6:00-7:30pm. 



 

 

Jul 13th - 14th: “14th Contraband Fly Fishing Expo”. Friday-Saturday, July 13-14, 2018 Friday: 12 noon to 

4:00pm Saturday: 8:30am to 4:00pm Isle of Capri Casino Hotel, Lake Charles, LA FREE ADMISSION. Spon-

sored by the Contraband Fly Casters / Tom Nixon Chapter. Fly Tying, Casting Demos, Lure Exhibits, Auctions / 

Raffles, Food and Refreshments, Equipment Displays and more! Public invited. For more details, go to 

www.contrabandflycasters.net.  

Jul 28th: North Louisiana Fly Fishers 6th annual "Masters Series" Headliner this year is Kelly Galloup, July 28, 

2018 9:00am to 4:00pm Cost: $35 Cost includes admission, lunch, coffee, drinks Capacity limited to 75, pre-

registration required. Advise buying tickets early! The Masters Series is an annual program in which the NLFF 

brings the very best fly fishermen in the world to the region. This years event will consist of an intense day of 

learning from a legend in the sport of fly fishermen, Kelly Galloup. This is a full day of learning. Segments will 

include power point presentation, outdoor casting clinic, and fly tying. For more info, contact Tom Bullock 318-

393-7729 or Scott Irwin 318-469-0854, or check the NLFF Facebook page or website at 

www.northlaFlyfishers.org  

Aug 7th - 11th: 53rd annual Fly Fishers International - National Fly Fishing Fair , Aug 7-11, 2018 9:00am to 

5:00pm Saturday admission is free! Join us for: fly fishing, tying, casting workshops, fly tying demos, casting 

demos, programs, exhibitors and vendors, book authors, special activities for youth and women, awards ban-

quet, barbecue, and other social events. For more info, go to www.flyfishersinternational.org  

Founded in 1984 

Serving the Ark-La-Tex for over 30 years 

P.O. Box 29531 

Shreveport, LA  71149 

email: nlffclub@gmail.com 

Nor th  Lou i s ia na  F ly  F i sh er s  
We’re on the Web! 

www.northlaflyfishers.org 

   It is the charge of the North Louisiana Fly Fishers to afford the general public and our members in particular, a better understanding of Fly Fish-

ing, Fly Tying, and Rod Building. We wish to perpetuate the sport as a most pleasurable and exciting fishing method and provide education, in-

struction and the opportunities for relaxation to the membership. 

   The North Louisiana Fly Fishers (NLFF) Club serves the Ark-La-Tex area surrounding Shreveport. As the closest cold water fishery, we consider 

the Little Missouri (Little’ Mo) River near Murfreesboro, AR our home waters . We also fish the local rivers and lakes. We even have a growing 

group of kayak fishermen that, as well as the local rivers and lakes, will fish the gulf coast marshes for some saltwater action! 

   We meet the second Tuesday of every month at the Red River Wildlife Refugee (150 Eagle Bend Point, Bossier City, LA). Meeting starts at 7pm but 

come about 6pm to visit, tie flies and practice casting when the weather permits. See you there! 
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Upcoming Events 

First FFI (formerly IFFF) Affiliated Club in Louisiana 

Artwork by Dave Whitlock 


